God’s Plan. Our Vision:
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denhamparish.church



We Pray Like Jesus

Jesus said to them, “When you pray, say: Jesus taught his disciples to pray to God as 'Father’
Father, hallowed be your name. and was in constant communication with him. As
Your kingdom come.” Luke 11.2 his followers we want all our life to be grounded in

C our relationship with him.
Our vision is:

e to be deeply connected with Christ, through prayer, worship and Scripture.
e to develop rhythms of prayer, Bible reading and worship when we are on our own and together
e to explore creative ways of praying visibly in our community

We Welcome Like Jesus

When Jesus came to the place, he looked up We have experienced God’s welcome in Jesus and
and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come want to be a welcoming community for everyone.
down; for | must stay at your house today.”

Luke 19.5

Our vision is:

e to develop a lifestyle of welcome and hospitality

e that our buildings, services and events are places of welcome for all

e to develop ways of welcoming especially those with no previous experience of church
e to follow up initial contacts in a thoughtful and loving way



We Share Like Jesus

And the Word became flesh and lived We are called to share life, faith and ministry
among us, and we have seen his glory, and to develop a culture of generosity that
the glory as of a father’s only son, full speaks of our generous God.

of grace and truth. John 1.14

Our vision is:

to offer a range of small groups (‘lifegroups’) for all ages to help us grow in faith and friendship
to share our life and faith with young people and families
to offer God’s love and care to the suffering and those in need

to grow in confidence to share the good news of Jesus and invite friends to events
that will help them explore the Christian faith

to work in teams and help church members to discover and develop their gifting and calling
to resource God'’s mission through our generous giving
to support the mission of God beyond our parish



We are the Anglican (Church of England) church in the parish of Denham with three worship locations:
St Mary'’s Church (Denham Village), St Mark’s Church Hall (Denham Green) and St Francis Chapel (New
Denham). Our vision set out on the previous pages is the result of a broad consultation with the church
family and leadership in 2017. It describes the community we believe God is calling us to be (‘where we
are going’). From this vision flows our mission - concrete steps to help us move in that direction (‘how we
will get there’). Our Mission Action Plan sets out the main goals for this period in the life of our church.

Some of the actions we have already taken this year

e New lifegroup for women on Mondays (to grow in faith and friendship)

e Monthly Messy Church for all ages at St Mark’s

e Regular assemblies at both local schools

e More space for activities at St Mary’s Vestry and St Mark’s by purchasing new stackable chairs

Our Mission Action Plan: Immediate priorities for the years 2018-2019

We will offer an introduction to the Christian faith at least once a year.

We will start further lifegroups to help us grow in faith and friendship.

We will appoint a second ordained minister to ensure we can sustain and develop our ministry.
We will refresh our communications and publicity (e.g. website, church magazine).

We will draw up plans to improve St Mark’s Hall and implement them.

We will develop relationships with selected mission partners, working both in the UK and abroad.

“The church lies at the very centre of the eternal purpose of God. It is not a divine afterthought. It is not an
accident of history. On the contrary, the church is God’s new community.” John Stott
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