
 

    

  

PAROUSIA 
Weekly News Sheet 

1st December 2019 
Advent Sunday 

 

Christmas in Denham: Spread the Word! 
If you live in Denham, you should receive our 
Christmas in Denham leaflet together with In and 
Around Denham this year. Please take more of our 
Christmas flyers to invite family, friends and 
neighbours. Could you offer them to local shops, 
surgeries and other places where people meet? 
This week is the best time to spread the word! 
 

Sharing the Love of Christ this Christmas 

 Find out more about our Denham Church 
Christmas Appeal 2019 on our blue notice 
board at the back of church. This year we are 
dividing it between local homeless charities 
(SHOC/Trinity) and Tearfund, two of our five 
mission partners. 

 Our collection at the Christingle Service will go 
to the Children’s Society. Please take a candle 
tube from the box at back of church to fill with 
your coins and bring back at Christingle. 

 Please bring a new toy to our Crib Service on 
Christmas Eve as a gift for the RNIB Sunshine 
House in Northwood. 

Thank you for helping us share the love of Christ 
this Christmas! 
 

Operation Christmas Box 
This is the second year of “Operation Christmas Box”, 
helping local less fortunate families. We are collecting 
food, toiletries and new toys. If you can help, please 
speak to Craig in the vestry after the service or call him 
on 07748 973527 .  

Card & Bookstall: Christmas cards & books and 
2020 Calendars are now available at the back of 
church. Also there are some lovely new 
bookmarks. 
ST MARY’S KNITIVITY Christmas cards are 
available again: £1.50 each. £6 for 5, £11 for 10.  
 

EXPLORE LIFE ● FAITH ● MEANING 
Alpha is starting soon. Find out more on page 25 in our 

current Denham Parish News or at 
www.denhamparish.church/alpha 

 
Join us from 20 January 2020! 

WEEKLY DIARY 
Monday 2nd December 

10am Lifegroup for Women      The Rectory 

7.30pm Lifegroup                               The Rectory 

Tuesday 3rd  December 

10am Service & Discussion Group  

               St Francis 

7.30pm PCC Meeting                            St Francis 

Wednesday 4th December 

10am Little Lions Toddler Group  

               St Mark’s 

8pm          Lifegroup.          Call office for location 

Thursday 5th December 

10.00am  Holy Communion                   St Mary’s 

Friday 6th  December 

6pm Carols on the Green  Denham Village 

Saturday 7th December 

5pm Carols & Readings for Christmas  

       Denham Garden Village 

______________________________________   
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 

We will be cleaning and decorating the church 
from 9.30am Sat 14th Dec. Please do come 
along if you would like to help. Bring your 
cleaning or flower arranging gifts and meet us 
there. If you could also bring your own duster, 
polish and seasonal flowers that would help 
too. We will provide, tea, biscuits and a fun 
time. Can you contribute seasonal greenery 
such as holly (plain green and variegated), Ivy 
and berries? Please could you deliver these to 
the Vestry on the morning of Friday 13th 
between 10am and 12 Noon or 14th by 9.30am. 
For more info please contact the church office on 
01895 832771 or speak to the churchwardens. 
 

“THE LATEST” ON OUR WEBSITE 
It’s now very easy to find the latest events, news 
and sermons on our website: Click on “The 
Latest” in the menu bar or go straight to  
https://www.denhamparish.church/blog/ 
The latest items are always at the top.  
If you can’t come to church you can still read the 
Parousia news sheet and listen to the sermon 
that way! 

website: www.denhamparish.church email: office@denhamparish.church                 phone:  01895 832771 

Welcome to church! If you are here for the first time or visiting, please say hello 
to the service leader or a member of the welcome team so we can welcome you 
personally. During the 10.30am service there is Sunday club for children. If your 
child is under three or if you would like to help him/her settle, you are welcome 
to join in.                  Christoph Lindner, Rector 
 

Bible Reading Fellowship in Denham – since 1957! 
Today we welcome Richard Fisher, the chief executive of BRF, as our guest speaker. This is 
at least his first visit and our relationship with BRF goes even further back. Bible reading 
groups, using the BRF notes, have met in our parish since 1957. In 1987 Shirley Kingsmill and 
Agnes Hilhouse invited to a 30th anniversary thanksgiving meeting with the theme “The Pearl 
of Great Price”. In 2007 we marked the 50th anniversary of the BRF group with a visit by 
Richard Fisher and a special cake (see photo of Richard with Stephanie Hilhouse below). 
Richard wrote in the BRF magazine: “It was humbling for me to meet so many faithful readers 
of BRF notes, many of whom … actually started reading them well before I was born!”.  
Our current mission champion is Carlene Litchmore. 

Nominate BRF to receive £1,000 from Ecclesiastical! 
Go to https://www.ecclesiastical.com/movement-for-good/12-days/ and enter BRF’s charity 
number 233280. Thank you! 

 
. Thank you! Richard has brought a range of Bible notes for 

you to look at and to buy:  

 Image of the Invisible (BRF Advent Book 
2019): £ 8.99 

 Bible Reading Notes: Day by Day with God / 
Guidelines / New Daylight / Quiet Spaces / The 
Upper Room: All £4.60 each 

 Bible Reflections for Older People: £5.05 

Can you make a commitment to put aside a 
little time daily in 2020 to read the Bible? Bible 
reading notes are a great way to help us do 
that! 

If you’d like to subscribe to Bible notes, please 
speak to Glynis Howell. 



 

  

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

           

                                    
          

          

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent 1 –The advent hope 

Jesus said ‘keep awake, for you do not know on 
what day your Lord is coming.’ 
Amen: Come soon, Lord Jesus! 
 
The first candle is lit. 
Jesus is the light of the world. 
A light no darkness can ever put out. 
 
We sing:  
Advent candles tell the story 
As we watch and pray, 
Longing for the Day of Glory, 
‘Come, Lord, soon,’ we say. 
Pain and sorrow, tears and sadness,  
Changed for gladness on that day. 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
Light for the world to see. 
 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in your church gathered today. 
 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow’r to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 
 

Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 
Shared until all are fed. 
 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
Walls made of living stone. 
 

Many the gifts, many the people, 
Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
Making your kingdom come.  

Psalm 78: 1-8 
1 Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your 
ears to the words of my mouth. 2 I will open my mouth 
in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old, 3 things 
that we have heard and known, that our ancestors have 
told us. 4 We will not hide them from their children; we 
will tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of 
the Lord, and his might, and the wonders that he has 
done. 5 He established a decree in Jacob, and appointed 
a law in Israel, which he commanded our ancestors to 
teach to their children;  6 that the next generation might 
know them, the children yet unborn, and rise up and tell 
them to their children, 7 so that they should set their 
hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep 
his commandments; 8 and that they should not be like 
their ancestors, a stubborn and rebellious generation, a 
generation whose heart was not steadfast, whose spirit 
was not faithful to God.  
This is the word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Matthew 28: 16-20 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 
mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17When 
they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. 
18And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything 
that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.’ 
This is the word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God.  
______________________________________________ 

Christ is surely coming bringing his reward, 
Alpha and Omega,First and Last and Lord: 
Root and stem of David, brilliant Morning Star: 
Meet your Judge and Saviour, nations near and far; 
Meet your Judge and Saviour, nations near and far! 
 

See the holy city! There they enter in, 
All by Christ made holy, washed from every sin: 
Thirsty ones, desiring all he loves to give, 
Come for living water, freely drink, and live; 
Come for living water, freely drink, and live! 
 

Grace be with God’s people! Praise his holy name! 
Father, Son and Spirit, evermore the same. 
Hear the certain promise from the eternal home: 
‘Surely I come quickly!’ Come, Lord Jesus, come; 
‘Surely I come quickly!’ Come, Lord Jesus, come! 
 

Worship next week 

 
8th December 2019 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

8.00am  Holy Communion St Mary’s  

Sidesman:   Carlene Litchmore 
Reader:          Alison Barrett 
Readings:  Rom. 15. 4-13               

   Luke 21. 25-33 
 

9.55-10.00am  Pre-Service Prayer 
St Mary’s, front of church 
 
 

10.30am  Sung Communion  St Mary’s:   
 
Sidesteam:  
Robin Doran & Jane Brown 
 

Reading and Reader:  
Romans 15. 4-13                        Robin Doran 
Matt. 3: 1-10                    Carlene Litchmore 
Prayers:                        Chinwendu Maduka 

 

Sunday Club:                           Edda Lindner   
 
4.00pm  Christingle Service. 
  St Mary’s   
Sidesteam:  
Janet Drane & Sam Carter 
 
 

In your prayers this week, please 
remember Jo Beal, Sean Ryde and 
Christine Willson.  Also anyone known 
to us who is sick or suffering the pain of 
bereavement at this time, especially 
the families of Jean Ayres. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship today 

 
1st December 2019 

Advent Sunday 

8.00am  Holy Communion St Mary’s  

Sidesman:   Philip Constable 
Reader:          Roger Gage 
Readings:  Rom. 3. 8-end                

   Matt. 21. 1-13 
 

9.55-10.00am  Pre-Service Prayer 
St Mary’s, front of church 
 
 

10.30am  Morning Worship  St Mary’s:   
With Canon Richard Fisher, Chief 
Executive, Bible Reading Fellowship. 
 
Sidesteam:  
Robin Doran & Pam Montgomery 
 

Reading and Reader:  
Psalm 78:1-8             Stuart Montgomery 
Matthew 28: 16-20             Anne Thomas 
Prayers:                                                Clergy 
 

Sunday Club Activity:  Sonja Clements   
 
3.30pm  Carols at Café Church. 
  St Mark’s                       
Ann Collins will be speaking about 
Christmas celebrations past and 
present, music, life and faith. 

 

Praying for our nation 
Bishop Steven’s address to the Oxford 
Diocesan Synod about how we can pray 
for the general election can be found here:  
http://tinyurl.com/bishop-steven-election 

COLLECT 

Almighty God, 
as your kingdom dawns, 
turn us from the darkness of sin 
   to the light of holiness, 
that we may be ready to meet you 
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
AMEN. 
 


