
WELCOME

LIGHTING OFTHE ADVENT WREATH
The fourth candle we light today
shines bright like Mary’s willing heart.
She thought herself weak, and yet she
obeyed, was strong and brave to play
her part.
Jesus, we welcome you into our lives,
ALL: O come, O come Emmanuel.
Make us brave to share your love,
O come, O come Emmanuel.

HYMN
What child is this, who, laid to rest
on Mary's lap is sleeping?
whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is !hrist the "ing,
whom shepherds worship
and angels sing#
haste, haste to bring him praise
the babe, the son of Mary.

Why lies he in such mean estate,
where o$ and ass are feeding?
!ome have no fear, %od’s son is here,
his love all loves e$ceeding.
&ails, spear, shall pierce him through,
the cross be borne for me, for you#
hail, hail the Saviour comes,
the babe, the son of Mary.

So bring him incense, gold and myrrh,
all tongues and peoples own him,
the "ing of kings salva'on brings,
let every heart enthrone him#
(aise, raise your song on high
while Mary sings her lullaby.
Joy, )oy, for !hrist is born
the babe, the son of Mary.

COLLECT
*lmighty %od, purify our hearts and
minds, that when your Son Jesus
!hrist comes again as )udge and
saviour we may be ready to receive
him, who is our +ord and our %od.
AMEN

,n the si$th month the angel %abriel
was sent by %od to a town in %alilee
called &a-areth, to a virgin engaged to
a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of .avid. The virgin’s name was
Mary. *nd he came to her and said,
/%ree'ngs, favoured one0 The +ord is
with you.1 2ut she was much
perple$ed by his words and pondered
what sort of gree'ng this might be.
The angel said to her, /.o not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found
favour with %od. *nd now, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus. 3e will
be great, and will be called the Son of
the Most 3igh, and the +ord %od will
give to him the throne of his ancestor
.avid. 3e will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.1 Mary said to the
angel, /3ow can this be, since , am a
virgin?1 The angel said to her, /The
3oly Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most 3igh will
overshadow you4 therefore the child
to be born will be holy4 he will be
called Son of %od. *nd now, your
rela've 5li-abeth in her old age has
also conceived a son4 and this is the
si$th month for her who was said to
be barren. 6or nothing will be
impossible with %od.1 Then Mary said,
/3ere am ,, the servant of the +ord4 let
it be with me according to your word.1
Then the angel departed from her.

SERMON

PRAYERS
Our Fat!er...

SENDING
T!e "a#t #$ almo$t o%er,
C!r#$tma$ #$ nearl& !ere'
5mmanuel is about to be born.
So go out, into this !hristmas season,
aware that %od is with you.

T!e "a#t #$ almo$t o%er,
C!r#$tma$ #$ nearl& !ere'
The "ing who has come, and who will
come again, sends you out to
demonstrate his "ingdom on earth.
The long e$pected "ing,
born to the sound of angels singing,
sends you out to worship him with
your lives. The "ing who was born
poor and humble, sends you to serve
those who are weak
and needy in the world.

T!e "a#t #$ almo$t o%er,
C!r#$tma$ #$ nearl& !ere'
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CONFESSION AND A(SOL)TION
Jesus, 7rince of 7eace,
teac! u$ to"al* #n &our r!&t!m$ o+ ,race.
3oly %od, forgive our impa'ence with
everyday life. We rush around, irritated
at delays, frustrated with things and
people which do not move at the pace
we would like.
Jesus, 7rince of 7eace,
teac! u$ to"al* #n &our r!&t!m$ o+ ,race.
3oly %od, forgive our impa'ence with
answers to prayer. Some'mes we treat
you like a vending machine, or assume
to know your will and your best for us.
3elp us to trust your 'ming and your
kindness. Jesus, 7rince of 7eace,
teac! u$ to"al* #n &our r!&t!m$ o+ ,race.
3oly %od, forgive our impa'ence with
your coming again. 8ou are not slow,
you are pa'ent, and you long for all to
come to you willingly. May we live in
holy an'cipa'on of your return.
Jesus, 7rince of 7eace,
teac! u$ to"al* #n &our r!&t!m$ o+ ,race.
Thank you that you are gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger and rich
in love. 8ou are pa'ent with our
mistakes and forgive our sins. We
receive your peace afresh today.
Jesus, 7rince of 7eace,
teac! u$ to "al* #n &our r!&t!m$ o+
,race. Amen.

A(SOL)TION

Let’s pra	 t
�et�er 
•For this time of advent: for patience and
for boldness in being signposts toChrist.
•For medical experts, politicians and
public leaders – for wisdom,
compassion and integrity.
•For thosewhoare sick and those suffering
frombereavement, especially the families
ofHelen!rooks andHarrisonCail.


