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29th January 2023, 10.30am St Mary’s
The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany

Welcome to St Mary’s Church! We are so glad you are here – whether you are in the
church building or watching online. If you are here for the first time or visiting, please
say hello (in the chat feature online, or to the service leader or a member of the
welcome team in church). You can find out more about our church on our website
(www.denhamparish.church) or Facebook page (facebook.com/denhamparish.church).

Christoph Lindner, Rector

WELCOME

Opening Psalm: Psalm 36.7-9
Howpreciousisyoursteadfastlove,OGod!
All people may take refuge in the
shadow of your wings.
They feast on the abundance of your
house,
and you give them drink
from the river of your delights.
For with you is the fountain of life;
in your light we see light.

HYMN
Come down, O Love divine,
seek thou this soul of mine,
and visit it with
thine own ardour glowing:

O comforter, draw near,
within my heart appear,
and kindle it, thy holy flamebestowing.

O let it freely burn,
till earthly passions turn
to dust and ashes
in its heat consuming;

and let thy glorious light
shine ever onmy sight,
and clotheme round,
the while my path illuming.

Letholycharitymineoutwardvesturebe,
and lowliness become
mine inner clothing;

true lowliness of heart,
which takes the humbler part,
and o’er its own shortcomings
weeps with loathing.

And so the yearning strong,
with which the soul will long,
shall far outpass
the pow’r of human telling;

nor can we guess its grace,
til we become the place
wherein the Holy Spirit
makes his dwelling.

CONFESSION
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you and
against our neighbour in thought and
word and deed through negligence,
through weakness, through our own
deliberate fault. We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins. For the sake
of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for
us, forgive all that is past and grant
that we may serve you in newness of
life to the glory of your name. Amen.

ABSOLUTION
May almighty God havemercy on you,
forgive you your sins, and bring you to
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.Amen
COLLECT
God of heaven, you send the gospel to
the ends of the earth and your
messengers to every nation: send your
Holy Spirit to transform us by the good
news of everlasting life in Jesus Christ
our Lord.Amen

FIRSTREADING: John21-11



For thou art withme, and thy rod
and staff me comfort still.

My table thou has furnished
in presence of my foes:
my head thou dost with oil anoint,
andmy cup overflows.
My head thou dost with oil anoint,
Andmy cup overflows.

Goodness andmercy all my life
shall surely followme.
And in God’s house for evermore
my dwelling place shall be.
And in God’s house for evermore
my dwelling place shall be.

SERMON

OFFERTORYHYMN
Water You turned into wine
Opened the eyes of the blind
There's no one like You, none like You
Into the darkness You shine
Out of the ashes we rise
There's no one like You, none like You

Our God is greater, our God is stronger
God You are higher than any other
Our God is healer, awesome in power
Our God our God

And if our God is for us
Thenwho could ever stop us
And if our God is with us
Thenwhat could stand against
And if our God is for us
Thenwho could ever stop us
And if our God is with us
Thenwhat could stand against
What could stand against

OFFERTORYPRAYER
Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,
the glory, the splendour, and themajesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is
yours.
All things come from you, and of your
own dowe give you. Amen.

PRAYERS

We pray for our five mission partners:
Bible Reading Fellowship, Church
Army, SHOC/Trinity, Tearfund and
Wycliffe Bible Translators.We thank you
for their sharing of good news in action
and word and pray that you would
sustain and inspire them. May they see
rich fruit in theirwork for you.

Merciful Father,
accept theseprayers for the sakeof
your Son, our Saviour, JesusChrist.
Amen.

Our Father in heaven
hallowed be your name,
yourkingdomcome,yourwill be
done,on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins asweforgive
thosewhosinagainstus.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and
the gloryareyoursnowandforever.
Amen

HYMN

Sing to God new songs of worship,
all his deeds aremarvellous;
he has brought salvation to us
with his hand and holy arm:
he has shown to all the nations
righteousness and saving pow’r;
he recalled his truth andmercy
to his people Israel.

Sing to God new songs of worship,
earth has seen his victory;
let the lands of earth be joyful
praising himwith thankfulness:
sound upon the harp his praises,
play to himwithmelody;
let the trumpets sound his triumph,
show your joy to God the king!

proclamation, to save thosewhobelieve.
For Jewsdemandsigns andGreeks
desirewisdom,butweproclaimChrist
crucified, a stumbling-block to Jewsand
foolishness toGentiles, but to thosewho
are the called, both JewsandGreeks,
Christ thepowerofGodand thewisdom
ofGod. ForGod’s foolishness iswiser
thanhumanwisdom, andGod’s
weakness is stronger thanhuman
strength.Consider yourowncall,
brothers and sisters: notmanyof you
werewisebyhumanstandards, notmany
werepowerful, notmanywereofnoble
birth.ButGodchosewhat is foolish in the
world to shame thewise;Godchose
what isweak in theworld to shame the
strong;Godchosewhat is lowand
despised in theworld, things that arenot,
to reduce tonothing things that are, so
thatnoonemightboast in thepresence
ofGod.He is the sourceof your life in
Christ Jesus,whobecame foruswisdom
fromGod, and righteousness and
sanctificationand redemption, inorder
that, as it iswritten, ‘Let theonewho
boasts, boast in theLord.’

This is thewordof the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHOIR
The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want.
Hemakesme down to lie
in pastures green. He leadethme
the quiet waters by.
He leadethme, he leadethme
the quiet waters by.

My soul he doth restore again,
andme towalk dothmake
within the paths of righteousness,
e’en for his own name’s sake.
Within the paths of righteousness,
e’en for his own name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale,
yet will I fear none ill.
For thou art withme, and thy rod
and staff me comfort still.

SONG
Same, same, strong, strong, one, one
(x3)
New day, new life, a new adventure
God, I want to run with you today
Newhope,newstrength, anewadventure
Jesus, I will live for you today.

Youwere the sameGod, whenmy
grannywas a baby
You’re the sameGod,
who is withme today

You’ll be the sameGod,
when I’m terribly old

The same, same, strong, strong, one,
one, wonderful God!

Youwere the sameGod,
when youwere a tiny baby

And the sameGod,
when you suffered and died

But you’re alive now,
and your Spirit lives within me

The same, same, strong, strong, one,
one, wonderful God!

You are the sameGod
when I mess up, disappoint you

Andyou loveme, you forgivemeagain
You knowmy future,
you know everything about me

The same, same, strong, strong, one,
one, wonderful God!
(Childrenwill leave forSundayClubnow)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SECONDREADING: 1Cor1. 18-31
For themessageabout the cross is
foolishness to thosewhoareperishing,
but touswhoarebeing saved it is the
powerofGod. For it iswritten, ‘Iwill
destroy thewisdomof thewise, and the
discernmentof thediscerning Iwill
thwart.’Where is theonewho iswise?
Where is the scribe?Where is the
debaterof this age?HasnotGodmade
foolish thewisdomof theworld?For
since, in thewisdomofGod, theworld
didnot knowGod throughwisdom,God
decided, through the foolishnessof our



email: office@denhamparish.church phone: 01895 832771

Sing to God new songs of worship,
let the sea nowmake a noise;
all the earth and in the waters
sound your praises to the Lord:
let the hills be joyful together,
let the rivers clap their hands,
for with righteousness and justice
he will come to judge the earth.

BLESSING
Songs andHymns reproduced under CCLI licence 61873

Join us for a cuppa every
Wednesday until 1stMarch from 1pm-5pm:

Last Sunday, Ian Jennings

sharedwith us that he

will retire from his role as

associate minister at

DenhamParish Church

on Sunday, 23 April. We are so grateful for

everything he has brought to ourministry

andmission over the last four years. Ian

has quickly become amuch-lovedmember

of our community.Wewill make sure that

we stay in touch and invite him back on

occasions. Please pray for Ian as he

prepares for this transition.Make sure to

put 23April in your diary.

Weekly Diary
Weds 1st Feb - Little Lions toddler
group. StMark’s. Contact:
eddalindner18@gmail.com

Weds 1st Feb 1-5pm Warm Space at
St Mark’s

Sun 5th Feb 3.30pm:
NO CAFÉ CHURCH! Our next Café
Church at StMark’s will be on Sunday, 5
March with Ian Jennings.
Pleasemake a note in your diary!

Let’s pray together ...
• For creation care and all our efforts to

look after our planet - individually, as a
nation and international community.

• For conflicts andwars in ourworld: For
people of peace to findways ofmaking
peace.

• For those who are unwell.
• For those who have lost loved ones,

especially the family of Pam Dymott ad
Kath Swinson.


