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The Third Sunday before Lent

Welcome to St Mary’s Church! We are so glad you are here – whether you are in the
church building or watching online. If you are here for the first time or visiting, please
say hello (in the chat feature online, or to the service leader or a member of the
welcome team in church). You can find out more about our church on our website
(www.denhamparish.church) or Facebook page (facebook.com/denhamparish.church).

Christoph Lindner, Rector

WELCOME

OPENINGPRAYER (Psalm112. 1,4)
Praise the LORD!
How joyful are those
who fear the LORD
anddelight inobeyinghis commands.
Lightshinesinthedarknessforthegodly.
They are generous, compassionate,
and righteous.

HYMN
Thou, whose almightyword
Chaos and darkness heard,
And took their flight;
Hear us, we humbly pray,
Andwhere the gospel-day
Sheds not its glorious ray,
Let there be light!

Thouwho didst come to bring,
On thy redeeming wing,
Healing and sight;
Health to the sick in mind,
Sight to the inly blind,
O now to all mankind
Let there be light!

Spirit of truth and love,
Life-giving, holy Dove,
Speed forth thy flight;
Move on the waters’ face,
Bearing the lamp of grace,
And in earth’s darkest place
Let there be light!

Holy and blessèd Three,
Glorious Trinity,
Wisdom, love, might;
Boundless as ocean’s tide
Rolling in fullest pride,
Through the world far andwide
Let there be light!

CONFESSION
God ofmercy, we acknowledge that
we are all sinners.We turn from the
wrong thatwe have thought and said
and done, and aremindful of all that
we have failed to do. For the sake of
Jesus, who died for us, forgive us for
all that is past, and help us to live each
dayinthelightofChristourLord.Amen.

ABSOLUTION
May almighty God havemercy on
you, forgive you your sins, and bring
you to everlasting life, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.Amen

COLLECT
Eternal God, whose Sonwent among
the crowds and brought healing with
his touch: help us to show his love, in
your Church as we gather together,
andbyour livesas theyare transformed
into the imageofChrist our Lord.Amen

LIGHTSANDBUCKETS



Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.

Longing forpeace,ourworld is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.
Yourword alone has power to save us.
Make us your living voice.

Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others
Shared until all are fed.

Longing for shelter,manyarehomeless.
Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Makeusyourbuilding, shelteringothers,
Walls made of living stone.

Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
Making your kingdom come.

OFFERTORYPRAYER
Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the
power, the glory, the splendour, and the
majesty; for everything in heaven and
on earth is yours.
All things come from you, and of your
own dowe give you. Amen.

PRAYERS

We pray for our five mission partners:
Bible Reading Fellowship, Church Army,
SHOC/Trinity, Tearfund andWycliffe Bible
Translators.We thank you for their sharing
of good news in action and word and pray
that you would sustain and inspire them.
May they see rich fruit in theirwork for you.

Merciful Father,
accept theseprayers for the sakeof
your Son, our Saviour, JesusChrist.
Amen.

Our Father in heaven
hallowed be your name,
yourkingdomcome,yourwillbedone,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins asweforgive
thosewhosinagainstus.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the gloryareyours
nowandforever.Amen

SONG
WearemarchinginthelightofGod(x4)

WearemarchingO-oh
Wearemarching in the lightofGod
(x2)

(Xhosa)
Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkos
(x4)

SiyahambaO-o
Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkos
SiyahambaO-o
Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkos

MEANWHILEATSUNDAYCLUB…

SENDINGOUTPRAYER
Light of the world, shine through
us.
Like salt of the earth,
scatter us where there is need.
Help us to work together
to repair and renew,
to rebuild and rejoice,
in Jesus’s name. Amen.

BLESSING
Songs andHymns reproduced under CCLI licence 61873

Let my light shine, let my light shine
Let my light shine
(x2)

We are a city on a hill
We are a light in the darkness
Jesus living inuscanchangetheworld
(x2)

Let your light shine let your light shine
Let your light shine
(x2)

IfGodisforuswhocanstandagainstus
Letyour light shine, let your light shine
Let your light shine
(x2)
(Children leave for Sunday Club)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SECONDREADING: 1Cor2. 1-5
When I came toyou, brothers and
sisters, I didnot comeproclaiming the
mysteryofGod toyou in loftywordsor
wisdom.For I decided toknownothing
amongyouexcept JesusChrist, and
himcrucified.And I came toyou in
weakness and in fear and inmuch
trembling.Myspeechandmy
proclamationwerenotwithplausible
wordsofwisdom,butwitha
demonstrationof theSpirit andof
power, so that your faithmight rest not
onhumanwisdombuton thepowerof
God.

This is thewordof the Lord.
Thanksbe toGod.

SERMON

OFFERTORYHYMN
Longing for light,
wewait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Makeus yourown, yourholy people,
light for the world to see.

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.

FIRSTREADING:Matthew5.13-20
‘Youare the salt of theearth; but if salt
has lost its taste, howcan its saltiness
be restored? It is no longer good for
anything, but is thrownout and
trampledunder foot.

‘Youare the lightof theworld.A city
built onahill cannotbehidden.Noone
after lightinga lampputs it under the
bushel basket, buton the lampstand,
and it gives light toall in thehouse. In
the sameway, let your light shine
beforeothers, so that theymaysee
yourgoodworksandgiveglory toyour
Father inheaven.

‘Donot think that I have come to
abolish the lawor theprophets; I have
comenot toabolishbut to fulfil. For
truly I tell you, until heavenandearth
pass away, notone letter, notone
strokeof a letter,will pass fromthe law
until all is accomplished.

Therefore,whoeverbreaksoneof the
least of these commandments, and
teachesothers todo the same,will be
called least in thekingdomofheaven;
butwhoeverdoes themand teaches
themwill be calledgreat in the
kingdomofheaven. For I tell you,
unless your righteousnessexceeds that
of the scribes andPharisees, youwill
neverenter thekingdomofheaven.

This is thewordof the Lord.
Thanksbe toGod.

SONG
I am a city on a hill.
I am a light in the darkness
Jesus living inmecanchange theworld
(x2)

Let my light shine let my light shine
Let my light shine
(x2)

IfGodisformewhocanstandagainstme



email: office@denhamparish.church phone: 01895 832771

Join us for a cuppa every Wednesday until 1st March from 1pm-5pm:

Ian Jenningswill be

retiring from his role as

associate minister at

DenhamParish Church

on Sunday, 23 April. We are so grateful

for everything he has brought to our

ministry andmission over the last four

years. Ian has quickly become amuch-

lovedmember of our community.We

will make sure that we stay in touch

and invite him back on occasions.

Please pray for Ian as he prepares for

this transition.Make sure to put 23

April in your diary.

Weekly Diary
Weds 8th Feb - Little Lions toddler
group. StMark’s. Contact:
eddalindner18@gmail.com

Weds 8th Feb 1-5pmWarm Space at
StMark’s

Thurs9thFeb8pm.BaptismPreparation
Evening. StMary’s Vestry. Contact
Church office for more details.

Tues 14th Feb 10.30am. Funeral for t/l
PamDymott. StMary’s.

Let’s pray together ...
• For creation care and all our efforts to

look after our planet - individually, as a
nation and international community.

• For conflicts andwars in ourworld: For
people of peace to findways ofmaking
peace.

• For those who are unwell.
• For those who have lost loved ones,

especially the family of Pam Dymott
and Kath Swinson.

PAMDYMOTT’S FUNERAL is being

held at StMary’s Church on Tuesday,

14th February, at 10.30am.


