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THE FUTURE OF THE FAYRE
BY CHRISTOPH LINDNER

For many people from South 
Bucks, West London and further 
DĆHOG��WKH�ODWH�0D\�%DQN�+ROLGD\�
KDV�EHHQ�D�Ć[WXUH�LQ�WKH�GLDU\��
Destination?  Denham and its 
Village Fayre.

The origins of Denham Fayre 
JR�EDFN�WR������ZKHQ�D�0RQGD\�
market and a fair were granted 
to Henry de Capella.  In A Brief 
History of Denham Village and 
Church from 1954, written by RA Way 
�DQ�DQFHVWRU�RI�RXU�FXUUHQW�SDWURQ�-RKQ�
:D\���ZH�UHDG “In the reign of Henry III we 
ĆQG�WKH�JUDQW�RI�D�ZHHNO\�PDUNHW��DQG�DQ�
annual three-days’ Fair.”

It was mainly a trade fair for the local 
population who would be unable to 
WUDYHO�WRR�IDU�DĆHOG���,QWHUHVWLQJO\��WKH�
ROG�)D\UH�KDG�D�Ć[HG�GDWH����WK�0D\��
There were of course no 
“bank holidays” then.

,Q������ZH�KDG�WR�FDQFHO�LW�EHFDXVH�RI�
&RYLG�DQG�WKHQ�DJDLQ�LQ��������/DVW�\HDU�
the celebrations around the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee meant that there was 
no late May Bank Holiday and - for the 
third year running - no Fayre.

7KLV�ZDV��KRZHYHU��QRW�WKH�ĆUVW�WLPH�
that it was cancelled.  Here is RA Way 
again:  “This [Fair] lasted, at least as a one-
day affair, until the 1870s, when my father 
[the patron Benjamin Henry Walpole Way] 
abolished it at the request of the Vestry.”  

The Vestry was the annual meeting of 
parishioners and it would be fascinating 
to know the reason behind the decision. 
In 1871 the Fairs Act made provision 
for the abolishing of fairs that caused 
public disorder.  In the previous year, the 
infamous Denham Murders made the 
village known far and wide.  Were the 
locals afraid that the Fayre might attract 
WURXEOH�PDNHUV"��:KDWHYHU�WKH�UHDVRQ��
it was abolished in 1873.

7KH�)D\UH�ZDV�UHYLYHG�LQ�WKH�����V��WKLV�
time more for pleasure than business 
and to raise money for the repair of 
the roof of St Mary’s Church, and 
again in the 1950s, when the infamous 
death watch beetle was again causing 
serious damage to the church beams. 
While many aspects of the Fayre have 
changed over the years, it has remained 
a highlight in the village calendar, 
when Denham welcomes thousands 
of visitors and provides an experience 
of fun and community.  It’s been a joy 
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to see how the many volunteers give 
generously of their time and skills to 
make it happen.  The money raised has 
been a vital contribution to help ensure 
that St Mary’s Church is kept in good 
repair and condition.

All of us have experienced how the 
coronavirus has changed so many 
aspects of our lives.  In the years 
immediately before Covid, the Fayre 
Committee saw the retirement of 
some long-standing members, who 
had been active in organising the 
Fayre for many years.  Others followed 
during the pandemic, so that we did 
QRW�KDYH�D�YLDEOH�FRPPLWWHH�E\�������
In the autumn of last year, we had to 
acknowledge this.  September/October 
is the time when we have to set the 
levers in motion for the organising of 
the Fayre for the following year.  After 
our PCC explored various options, 
followed by conversations with other 
members of our community, no feasible 
plan emerged how we could restart it in 
�������3ODQQLQJ�DQG�UXQQLQJ�DQ�HYHQW�
of this scope safely and in a way that 
it attracts visitors year after year is no 
VPDOO�XQGHUWDNLQJ���6R��ZKDW�LV�LWV�IXWXUH"

We are pausing the Fayre again this 
year.  This decision hasn’t been taken 
lightly.  It is an acknowledgment that we 
do not have the necessary support and 
expertise to run it at present.  However, 
unlike in 1873, we are not abolishing 
it!  There may be ways to reduce the 
scope in future to make it manageable, 
or to identify organisations to run it for 
us without changing the community 
character of it.

While the Fayre was initially owned 
by the Lord of the Manor and Patron 
of St Mary’s, and latterly organised by 
St Mary’s Church, it has always been 
supported by the Denham community 
at large.  We haven’t found another 
community group as yet who are ready 
to take on the organising of the Fayre, 
but a solution might well emerge over 
the next months.  Are you someone 
who could make a considerable and 
consistent commitment to the planning 
RI�WKH�)D\UH��IURP�2FWREHU�WR�0D\�HDFK�
\HDU�"��'R�\RX�ZDQW�WR�KHOS�UHVWDUW�LW��
LQ�ZKLFKHYHU�IRUPDW"��

Please send an email to our church 
RIĆFH��RIĆFH#GHQKDPSDULVK�FKXUFK��RU�
call our parish secretary Victoria Lucas 
���������������WR�JLYH�KHU�\RXU�GHWDLOV�

The Denham History website has an 
excellent article about the Fayre from 
2020, with many personal memories 
RI�UHVLGHQWV���<RX�FDQ�ĆQG�LW�KHUH�
www.denhamhistory.online/post/
all-the-fun-of-the-fayre


